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Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shall 
bear a Son and call his name Jesus.

LUKE 1: 26-38
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Many thanks for allowing us 
to join you today for your 

London conference. 

In some respects, the Call to Arms is 
essentially an attempt to renew our 
spiritual zeal and fervour. Coming 
out of the covid years, we realised in 
Dublin and in Ireland that we needed 
to try to renew the faith within our 
city, our country and ourselves. 

As legionaries of Mary, we met to 
focus on the basics of the legionary 
system, primarily personal contact. 
We are aware that home -to -home 
visitation is the primary work of the 
legionary, but the intention behind 
the work is to make personal contacts. 
For legionaries, the more contacts 
we are making either in quality or 
quantity allows us to ‘pour ourselves 
into another soul’ as stated in the 
handbook. 

INTENSITY OF EFFORT: 
It was interesting to observe that 
before the Legion of Mary commenced 
in 1921, there was a monthly meeting 
which distributed miraculous medals 
and religious literature.

Clearly this was a forerunner of the 
Legion of Mary, but it was not intense 
enough. For that reason, Frank Duff 
highlighted the need to hold a weekly 
meeting with weekly work allocation 
and weekly reporting.

This ‘intensive effort’ is also 
highlighted in the handbook because 
half-baked or lacklustre membership 
will not be preserved.

We either go forward or fall backwards. 
On the basis that the Legion is 
concerned with the sanctification of 
its members, then we have no choice 
but to try to go forward and increase 
our efforts and our intensity.

If we are not working on our intensity 
and our efforts, the standard just 
becomes a routine or maybe even a 
bad habit. This could lead to spiritual 
sloth or laziness. On an aside, Frank 
Duff was very critical of officers failing 
in their attendance duties. He said 
it led to malaise in the system; and 
we must be mindful of that cardinal 
point.

Talk at London Call to Arms 
Conference 2025
By Declan Lawlor-President Concilium

OUT MINISTRY/ POST COVID  
STREET CONTACT 

Frank Duff was very keen on the 
idea of symbolic action. Accordingly, 
when we were allowed to contact 
people after the covid years several 
legionaries agreed that we would 
try to reclaim our city by contacting 
people in an intense way and not in a 
vague non-zealous way.

Following the model of football 
matches and on Saturday morning 
we decided to commence the work 
every Saturday on the north side of 
the city for two hours from 10AM 
until 12PM.

This has now grown to two segments 
of the city on the north side: one 
allocated to Presentata Curia and the 
other allocated to a new Curia Queen 
of Peace.

It is interesting to observe that after 
four years of intense effort, about 800 
medals are distributed every Saturday 
morning. 

You might like to ask me why am I 
talking about this? And I will reply 
that a way to increase your fervour or 
zeal and improve your membership 
is based on the NIKE idea of ‘just do 
it’……. the idea of getting out and 
talking to people, making personal 
contacts, following up with them and 
bringing them closer to Our Lord.

Fulton Sheen spoke about the ‘in 
ministry’ and the ‘out ministry’ in 
his address to the Legion of Mary in 

1964. He said that the Legion of Mary 
was an out ministry in that we are out 
on the highways and the byways and 
that is where we should be. Jesus and 
the apostles were also out ministry 
…….so it’s important that we follow 
that model.

FRANK DUFF ESSAYS AND THE MEASURE 
OF OUR UNION WITH MARY

The title of this talk is on the 
essays of Frank Duff, and 

I do want to refer you to the 
website where all his writings 
are available. 

The reason why I think it’s important 
that legionaries read those essays is 
because it puts flesh on the bones of 
the handbook. Frank Duff has more 
time to express his ideas, and in a 
very clear and concise way he deals 
with many religious topics that can 
fill your soul with fervour.

In order to assist your role as a 
Legion of Mary member, I think it’s 
very important at least to read those 
essays and if they are embraced, then 
you will be able to understand the 
spirit in a clearer way.

The purpose of today’s visit is to 
spread that spirit to yourselves here 
in London.

DECLAN LAWLOR



Maria Legionis6 The Voice of the Legion of Mary 7

Many thanks for allowing us 
to join you today for your 

London conference. 

In some respects, the Call to Arms is 
essentially an attempt to renew our 
spiritual zeal and fervour. Coming 
out of the covid years, we realised in 
Dublin and in Ireland that we needed 
to try to renew the faith within our 
city, our country and ourselves. 

As legionaries of Mary, we met to 
focus on the basics of the legionary 
system, primarily personal contact. 
We are aware that home -to -home 
visitation is the primary work of the 
legionary, but the intention behind 
the work is to make personal contacts. 
For legionaries, the more contacts 
we are making either in quality or 
quantity allows us to ‘pour ourselves 
into another soul’ as stated in the 
handbook. 

INTENSITY OF EFFORT: 
It was interesting to observe that 
before the Legion of Mary commenced 
in 1921, there was a monthly meeting 
which distributed miraculous medals 
and religious literature.

Clearly this was a forerunner of the 
Legion of Mary, but it was not intense 
enough. For that reason, Frank Duff 
highlighted the need to hold a weekly 
meeting with weekly work allocation 
and weekly reporting.

This ‘intensive effort’ is also 
highlighted in the handbook because 
half-baked or lacklustre membership 
will not be preserved.

We either go forward or fall backwards. 
On the basis that the Legion is 
concerned with the sanctification of 
its members, then we have no choice 
but to try to go forward and increase 
our efforts and our intensity.

If we are not working on our intensity 
and our efforts, the standard just 
becomes a routine or maybe even a 
bad habit. This could lead to spiritual 
sloth or laziness. On an aside, Frank 
Duff was very critical of officers failing 
in their attendance duties. He said 
it led to malaise in the system; and 
we must be mindful of that cardinal 
point.

Talk at London Call to Arms 
Conference 2025
By Declan Lawlor-President Concilium

OUT MINISTRY/ POST COVID  
STREET CONTACT 

Frank Duff was very keen on the 
idea of symbolic action. Accordingly, 
when we were allowed to contact 
people after the covid years several 
legionaries agreed that we would 
try to reclaim our city by contacting 
people in an intense way and not in a 
vague non-zealous way.

Following the model of football 
matches and on Saturday morning 
we decided to commence the work 
every Saturday on the north side of 
the city for two hours from 10AM 
until 12PM.

This has now grown to two segments 
of the city on the north side: one 
allocated to Presentata Curia and the 
other allocated to a new Curia Queen 
of Peace.

It is interesting to observe that after 
four years of intense effort, about 800 
medals are distributed every Saturday 
morning. 

You might like to ask me why am I 
talking about this? And I will reply 
that a way to increase your fervour or 
zeal and improve your membership 
is based on the NIKE idea of ‘just do 
it’……. the idea of getting out and 
talking to people, making personal 
contacts, following up with them and 
bringing them closer to Our Lord.

Fulton Sheen spoke about the ‘in 
ministry’ and the ‘out ministry’ in 
his address to the Legion of Mary in 

1964. He said that the Legion of Mary 
was an out ministry in that we are out 
on the highways and the byways and 
that is where we should be. Jesus and 
the apostles were also out ministry 
…….so it’s important that we follow 
that model.

FRANK DUFF ESSAYS AND THE MEASURE 
OF OUR UNION WITH MARY

The title of this talk is on the 
essays of Frank Duff, and 

I do want to refer you to the 
website where all his writings 
are available. 

The reason why I think it’s important 
that legionaries read those essays is 
because it puts flesh on the bones of 
the handbook. Frank Duff has more 
time to express his ideas, and in a 
very clear and concise way he deals 
with many religious topics that can 
fill your soul with fervour.

In order to assist your role as a 
Legion of Mary member, I think it’s 
very important at least to read those 
essays and if they are embraced, then 
you will be able to understand the 
spirit in a clearer way.

The purpose of today’s visit is to 
spread that spirit to yourselves here 
in London.

DECLAN LAWLOR



I never met Frank Duff, but I do feel 
I have a better knowledge of him 
through the essays; therefore, I highly 
recommend that all legionaries renew 
their Legion membership by focusing 
on those essays. 

On page 305 of the handbook, it 
says that the Legion of Mary is at 
the forefront of the church’s battles. 
There’s one line that I think is 
important and it is that in accordance 
with ‘our measure of a union with 
Our Lady that the Holy Spirit will be 
made available’ to us to participate in 
the church’s battles.

The idea that the measure of our 
union with Our Lady determines the 
operation and the capacity of our soul 
to make an impact or cooperate with 
Our Lord’s work is interesting.

With that in mind one might say: 
how do I improve my union with Our 
Lady? I would humbly suggest that 
one improves one’s union with Our 
Lady when one focuses on the interior 
life. We must try to do our work 
with love and intensity, but more 
importantly we must understand the 
importance of the Legion of Mary’s 
spirituality and system.

A very good place to start to renew 
that membership is to reread or 
alternately read for the first time the 
Frank Duff essays.

The measure of our union is 
paramount and will feed our souls for 
eternity. 

PPC/ PERSONAL CONTACT PRINCIPLES:
One final document that I was reading 
during the week was a document on 
peregrini to Europe and mainly to 
England. Any efforts you can make 
to assist the PPC projects would be 
gratefully appreciated.

However, I do want to finish this talk 
by focusing on one of the writings 
which is about the Peregrini but I’ve 
slightly adapted it by referring to 
personal contact which can be street 
contact, crowd contact or home-to-
home.

For ourselves on a weekly basis, I 
suggest if you read this before you 
go to your Legion work it will help 
to retune oneself in setting what you 
need to try to achieve in the personal 
contacts that you will make.

Frank Duff describes this operation as 
a ‘hit and run’ operation as we don’t 
have much time to explain the full 
catechism but with the medal and the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us, we can 
make an impact for our Lord.

8 Maria Legionis
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TALK AT LONDON CONFERENCE DECLAN LAWLOR

Interestingly,  in appendix 6 of the 
handbook {in the week of the feast 
of the medal} it refers to the fact that 
the Legion of Mary member is a living 
miraculous medal. 

It highlights devotion to the 
Immaculate Conception in a time 
when the sacramentals and scapulars 
were not seen as very credible and 
were dismissed by the Catholic 
intellectuals over the years.

However, in 2025, we can see the 
importance of the medal in making 
personal contacts.

MONKS OF THE WEST AND PPC
I will finish my comments in relation 
to the principles of peregrinatio which 
are slightly adapted for crowd contact 
and any other personal contact to 
which I have referred earlier.

We have travelled over from Dublin, 
following in the footsteps of the 
Monks of the West, in some symbolic 
action to try to help the Legion here 
in England today. However, it is 

really yourselves who can achieve 
that purpose. Once again, we thank 
our brothers and sisters for your 
perseverance and membership here in 
England. We thank you for organising 
today to make plans in this jubilee 
year for the years ahead.

We are here to attempt to stimulate 
your membership, and, in many ways, 
we are experiencing the same secular 
pushback in our city and in our 
country that you are experiencing. So, 
in the same family of Our Lady, we try 
and encourage each other.

We know Our Lady is with us: we 
know she guides, and we ask her never 
to fail to enkindle everywhere the fires 
of divine love ……….to enlighten 
those who are in darkness and in the 
shadow of death .......  to inflame those 
who are lukewarm to bring back life to 
those who are dead in sin and which 
will guide our own feet in the way of 
peace so that the battle of life over our 
Legion may reassemble without the 
loss of anyone in the Kingdom of your 
Love and Glory. Amen.

https://www.frank-duff-essays.com
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Annual Visit 
of Concilium 
Officers to 
Dicastery
By Concilium Secretary  
Miriam McKane 

The Legion of Mary was invited to attend 
the Annual Meeting with the Moderators 
of International Associations of the 
Faithful, Ecclesial Movements and New 
Communities in Vatican City from 4th – 
6th June 2025. 
Karen Wynne, Concilium Treasurer, 
Rev. Fr. Paul Churchill, Concilium 
Spiritual Director, and I Miriam 
McKane, Concilium Secretary, were 
greatly honoured to represent the 
Legion of Mary’s four- million active 
members throughout the world.
Upon arrival on Tuesday, we spent 
some time in prayer in the Church of 

Santa Anna, followed by Holy Rosary, 
Holy Mass and Vespers. 
On Wednesday at 2pm the 
Conference began in the New Synod 
Hall of Paul VI. Under the title, Hope 
Lived and Proclaimed, the Gift of the 
Jubilee for Ecclesial Communities, 
the main themes revolved around 
evangelisation and formation in 
the light of Christian Hope. In his 
opening address, Cardinal Farrell, 
Prefect for the Dicastery of Laity, 
Family and Life, said our new Pope, 
this Jubilee, wishes to help all Lay 
Associations Walk with the Church. 
Each year, we gather in order to tune 
into the whole Church, so that we may 
grow. Pope Leo XIV has expressed the 
importance of our Mission having a 
Universal Spirit. This spirit enables us 
to proclaim the Gospel with courage, 
in filial obedience to the Holy Father. 
Hope Lived and Proclaimed is in 
reverse from what we observe in 
history. By virtue of Hope, the history 
of humanity does not run towards a 
dark abyss ending with death. To 
discover Hope is to discover Christ 
- Tm 1:1. The early Church was 
one of fullness of heart, and led by 
Apostles who became the courageous 
proclaimers of the Resurrection to 
all people. This spirit of Hope must 
continue to be experienced and 
proclaimed.
The Jubilee is an opportunity to 
rediscover Hope. Pope Leo said 
our associations are gifts from God 
and that the love of the Church 

accompanies us with great trust and 
faith in our charisms to realise Hope 
in the Mission of the new generation.
Day I – What Challenges for 
Movements Today? Prof Andrea 
Riccardi, historian and former 
Minister for Integration, gave 
a reflection on the situation of 
Christianity and movements in our 
world today. He said the history of the 
Church is important and that without 
memory there is no future. It is the 
duty of the Church to listen to the 
signs of the times in the light of the 
Gospel. We are now at a crossroads in 
history and are called to live the Gospel 
with eyes wide open. He thanked the 
Dicastery for beginning to look at 
the challenges of the world, without 
being afraid. Since 1989 we live in a 
homogenous society of globalisation, 
one made up of fragments, forgetting 
the human dimension. Religions are 
used as instruments for conflicts. 
Currently, the EU has estimated there 
are 59 open wars in the world, and we 
are at real risk of World War. 
What can Christian communities 
do? We need to sow the seeds of 
peace and go beyond the platforms 
of hatred. We must develop the 
aspiration of universality which 
challenges individualism. This 
optimism is the sum of hopes and is a 
brother to enthusiasm which is a vital 
and contagious element of spiritual 
initiatives. Do not be content with 
mediocrity. 
Prof Luigino Bruni, economist 

and historian spoke of how new 
communities develop. In the second 
half of the 20th Century, he has 
noticed a New Spring in the growth 
of charisms enriching the Church. 
Since 1980, society has been marked 
by consumerism and individualism. 
Capitalism does not like strong 
personal relationships. It prefers 
individualism which replaces the 
importance of people with goods. 
Charismatic communities are 
essential to the life of the Church. 
Pope Francis urged us not to become 
managers of fears, but entrepreneurs 
of dreams.
The day included a penitential liturgy 
and invocation to the Holy Spirit 
led by Cardinal Farrell in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Having listened to the Word 
of God, there was a recognition of 
failures, errors and omissions by the 
movements. The Legion of Mary was 
honoured to participate by reading 
one of seven requests for forgiveness.
That evening we were treated to a 
guided visit of the Sistine Chapel, 
followed by dinner in the Vatican 
Museum. This was a spectacular 
event, providing more opportunity 

MIRIAM MCKANE

CARDINAL FARRELL
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World News

World News

World News

to converse with members of other 
organisations and movements. There 
was a wonderful spirit of welcome and 
friendship, with one guest likening 
the event to sharing at a Banquet in 
Heaven. 
On Thursday Morning we gathered 
for Holy Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Fr. Churchill was among the many 
priests to concelebrate Mass with 
Cardinal Parolin.
Conference Day II began with a 
talk by Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, 
Pro-Prefect for the Dicastery for 
Evangelisation, entitled Rethinking 
Mission in the Light of Hope. He 
said: ‘All Church is missionary and 
is made up of living members of the 
Church.’ Mission renews the Church. 
However, often the good work of 
Mission is eclipsed by the injustice 
of war. We face the bleak reality of a 
tired humanity and must re-imagine 
mission in the light of hope. Christian 
hope is different from desires and 
dreams of a good life. It is confidence 
in Christ’s promises, relying on the 
graces of the Holy Spirit. Hope is a 
pursuit of happiness and converts 
our human desires into God’s Love. 

It makes us desire Eternal Life with 
the Risen Lord.
We heard testimony from a young 
married couple – Camilo Conejeros 
Anobile and Margarita Sillano Moya, 
from the Fraternity of Communion 
and Liberation in Chile. They have 
been working in Santiago with 
children as young as 8-15 years old, 
whose lives are marked by addiction, 
poverty and violence. 
In the afternoon we met in small 
groups to share reflections on 
1) How our association can bring 
Hope, in the light of challenges 
mentioned in the reports? 
2) What aspects of training contribute 
to forming members of Hope in our 
associations?
Theologian Donna Orsuto gave a 
reflection on the theme ‘Being People 
of Hope.’ She highlighted the jubilee 
as a time to renew personal and 
community commitment and the 
importance of pastoral formation in 
our associations.
Further testimonies were offered 
by Eva Fernandez Mateo from 
International Forum of Catholic 

Action, and Manoj Sunny of the 
Jesus Youth Movement, who shared 
concrete experiences of formation. 
In his concluding address, Cardinal 
Farrell described the conference 
as an extraordinary meeting. He 
encouraged us to reflect on what 
has occurred during the last week, 
saying that it has been an inspiration 
to us all. In his remarks, Cardinal 
Farrell reflected back to when he was 
ordained in 1965. At that time the 
Archdiocese of Dublin rejected as 
many applicants as it accepted. Today 
there are no seminaries and this year 
there were only two ordinations. It is 
now time to focus on the work of lay 
missionaries, who are called to bring 
back a sense of Christianity to our 
world; a world in which so many of 
our young people are walking without 
hope or vision. We are historically 
at a different moment of cultural 
change, and the Holy Spirit is calling 
us to reflect on the way we do things. 
We must not allow our movements 
to become pieces in a museum. Lay 
movements are the only construct 
that the Church has to instil a different 

way of preaching the Word of God. 
Cardinal Farrell thanked us for all we 
do and urged all never to lose courage 
or become afraid. Christ has sent the 
Holy Spirit to guide us.
Upon departure, we spoke with 
Cardinal Farrell and thanked him for 
the gathering which had taken place. 
On Friday Morning we had the great 
privilege of an audience with Pope Leo 
XIV in the Clementine Hall. It was a 
very moving experience, as with great 
joy we welcomed His Holiness with 
warm and resounding applause. In his 
address, Pope Leo encouraged leaders 
of lay associations and charismatic 
movements always to keep Jesus at 
the centre of our journeys. He said 
that the groups to which we belong 
differ, but our desire to work together 
for a common purpose reflects an 
essential reality -no one is Christian 
alone. The Christian life is lived 
with others because the Risen Lord 
is present wherever disciples gather 
in His name. As a result, a much 
richer harvest can be hoped for, than 
if each member acted alone. These 
observations by His Holiness, echo 

MIRIAM MCKANEANNUAL VISIT OF CONSILIUM OFFICERS TO DICASTRY



The Voice of the Legion of MaryMaria Legionis12 13

World News

World News

World News

to converse with members of other 
organisations and movements. There 
was a wonderful spirit of welcome and 
friendship, with one guest likening 
the event to sharing at a Banquet in 
Heaven. 
On Thursday Morning we gathered 
for Holy Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Fr. Churchill was among the many 
priests to concelebrate Mass with 
Cardinal Parolin.
Conference Day II began with a 
talk by Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, 
Pro-Prefect for the Dicastery for 
Evangelisation, entitled Rethinking 
Mission in the Light of Hope. He 
said: ‘All Church is missionary and 
is made up of living members of the 
Church.’ Mission renews the Church. 
However, often the good work of 
Mission is eclipsed by the injustice 
of war. We face the bleak reality of a 
tired humanity and must re-imagine 
mission in the light of hope. Christian 
hope is different from desires and 
dreams of a good life. It is confidence 
in Christ’s promises, relying on the 
graces of the Holy Spirit. Hope is a 
pursuit of happiness and converts 
our human desires into God’s Love. 

It makes us desire Eternal Life with 
the Risen Lord.
We heard testimony from a young 
married couple – Camilo Conejeros 
Anobile and Margarita Sillano Moya, 
from the Fraternity of Communion 
and Liberation in Chile. They have 
been working in Santiago with 
children as young as 8-15 years old, 
whose lives are marked by addiction, 
poverty and violence. 
In the afternoon we met in small 
groups to share reflections on 
1) How our association can bring 
Hope, in the light of challenges 
mentioned in the reports? 
2) What aspects of training contribute 
to forming members of Hope in our 
associations?
Theologian Donna Orsuto gave a 
reflection on the theme ‘Being People 
of Hope.’ She highlighted the jubilee 
as a time to renew personal and 
community commitment and the 
importance of pastoral formation in 
our associations.
Further testimonies were offered 
by Eva Fernandez Mateo from 
International Forum of Catholic 

Action, and Manoj Sunny of the 
Jesus Youth Movement, who shared 
concrete experiences of formation. 
In his concluding address, Cardinal 
Farrell described the conference 
as an extraordinary meeting. He 
encouraged us to reflect on what 
has occurred during the last week, 
saying that it has been an inspiration 
to us all. In his remarks, Cardinal 
Farrell reflected back to when he was 
ordained in 1965. At that time the 
Archdiocese of Dublin rejected as 
many applicants as it accepted. Today 
there are no seminaries and this year 
there were only two ordinations. It is 
now time to focus on the work of lay 
missionaries, who are called to bring 
back a sense of Christianity to our 
world; a world in which so many of 
our young people are walking without 
hope or vision. We are historically 
at a different moment of cultural 
change, and the Holy Spirit is calling 
us to reflect on the way we do things. 
We must not allow our movements 
to become pieces in a museum. Lay 
movements are the only construct 
that the Church has to instil a different 

way of preaching the Word of God. 
Cardinal Farrell thanked us for all we 
do and urged all never to lose courage 
or become afraid. Christ has sent the 
Holy Spirit to guide us.
Upon departure, we spoke with 
Cardinal Farrell and thanked him for 
the gathering which had taken place. 
On Friday Morning we had the great 
privilege of an audience with Pope Leo 
XIV in the Clementine Hall. It was a 
very moving experience, as with great 
joy we welcomed His Holiness with 
warm and resounding applause. In his 
address, Pope Leo encouraged leaders 
of lay associations and charismatic 
movements always to keep Jesus at 
the centre of our journeys. He said 
that the groups to which we belong 
differ, but our desire to work together 
for a common purpose reflects an 
essential reality -no one is Christian 
alone. The Christian life is lived 
with others because the Risen Lord 
is present wherever disciples gather 
in His name. As a result, a much 
richer harvest can be hoped for, than 
if each member acted alone. These 
observations by His Holiness, echo 

MIRIAM MCKANEANNUAL VISIT OF CONSILIUM OFFICERS TO DICASTRY



the writings of Frank Duff, in which 
he guards members against the 
dangers of solitary striving. 
Pope Leo spoke of Unity and Mission 
as two essential aspects of the 
Church’s life, lived in finial loyalty to 
the Pope. He said that we are called 
to be a leaven of unity in a world so 
torn by discord and violence, and 
to promote throughout the Church, 
the unity we experience in our own 
organisations – a unity given to us 
by the Holy Spirit. Pope Leo said that 
our personal encounter with the Lord 
has given rise to our desire to make 
Him known to others and that our 
movements have a fundamental role 
to play in the work of evangelisation. 
We are all called to imitate Christ, 
who emptied Himself to enrich us. 
In our lay ministry, we too are called 
to enrich others through emptying 
of self. The Pope described this as a 
source of freedom and great joy. He 
thanked us for being who we are, 
and entrusted us to the protection of 
Mary, Mother of the Church, before 
imparting his Apostolic Blessing on 
all, and on those we represent.
Following the Papal Audience, we 

visited the Tomb of Pope St. John 
XXIII, where we prayed Legion 
Prayers and Rosary for the Legion of 
Mary worldwide. We also visited the 
shrine of our patron, St. Louis Marie 
de Montfort, before our appointment 
with Fr. Patrick Dorelus in the office 
for the Causes of Saints.
Fr. Dorelus confirmed that his office 
had recently received correspondence 
from Archbishop Dermot Farrell, 
clarifying that we, the Legion of Mary 
are the Actor for the Cause of Alfie 
Lambe. He advised us to contact Dr. 
Waldrey Helgeman informing him 
of the current situation and await his 
reply. This we duly did. 
In the afternoon we went to the 
Vatican photographers to obtain some 
portraits of our new Holy Pontiff. We 
also visited the Church of the Swiss 
Guard and prayed a Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy at 3pm. We made our final visit 
to the Church of Santa Anna for Holy 
Mass and Vespers, before departure 
for our journey home. 
With deep gratitude we thank 
the Dicastery for the invitation to 
participate in this gathering, and for 
the immense joy and privilege of 
meeting with our new Holy Father 
Pope Leo XIV. We ask the Lord of 
the Harvest to continue to bless and 
guide his Pontificate, and to bless the 
Legion of Mary in our Mission to 
serve Christ Jesus under the Banner 
of Mary – Amen.

Appendix - Request for 
Forgiveness
Text of Request for Forgiveness as 
read by Miriam McKane, Legion of 
Mary, at the Penitential Liturgy in St. 
Peter’s Basilica.
For our lack of openness
We ask forgiveness for all lack of 
openness that has led us to isolate 
ourselves from God, from others, 
from ourselves, thus hindering the 
action of the Holy Spirit.
For the times when 
we thought that our 
group, our association, 
our community was 
superior to other 
realities or superior to 
parish communities, looking with 
judgement and scorn at ‘ordinary 
people.’ For the times when we have 
been self-referential, concerned only 
with the cohesion of the group and 
the good quality of our relationships, 

while ignoring requests for help 
from ‘outside.’ For the times we 
have rejected wise counsel, useful 
correction, and timely warning simply 
because it did not come from our 
‘inner circle.’ For the times we have 
considered ourselves enlightened 
as the only ‘true Christian,’ the only 
‘bearers of truth’, the only ones 
inspired by the newness of the Spirit, 
the only ones capable of renewing 
the Church, the only ones capable of 

speaking to the younger 
generations, the only 
ones truly committed 
to serving the poor, the 
only ones who practise 
active charity, the only 
ones who understand 

the present times, the only ones who 
possess a prophetic voice, the only 
ones who embody the Church of the 
apostles today, or the only ones who 
live authentic fraternal communion.
God of mercy, forgive us.

This issue of Maria Legionis allows ample time for 
legionaries to distribute copies to all auxiliaries in 
good time before the acies ceremony and to encourage 
auxiliaries to attend, giving date, time and venue.
As the acies ceremony is perhaps the one of the few 
if not the only event which gives auxiliaries the 
opportunity to know in a tangible way that they are 
an integral part of the wider Legion family, it is very 
important to encourage their attendance at the acies 
ceremony. Editor. 

Remembering the Acies
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Frank Duff 
Anniversary 
Mass
Homily by Bishop Donal Roche

This homily was given on 8 November 
2025 in the Pro-Cathedral, Dublin on 
the 45th anniversary of the Servant 
of God Frank Duff.

At the recent funeral Mass for Sr. 
Stanislaus Kennedy, there were many 

references made to the 
great pioneering work 
she did for the poor, 
the homeless and the 
immigrant. There were 

many tributes paid to her for the 
difference she made to the lives of 
many of the poorest in our society. 
But the homilist, Br. Richard OFM, 
was at pains to point out that the 
source of power behind all the good 
she did was her deep faith in Jesus 
Christ and her vocation to serve him 
as a member of the Religious Sisters 
of Charity. This is an aspect of her life 
that is often overlooked by many in 
public life, so I was delighted to hear 
him speak so eloquently of her faith 
in God and her dedication to daily 
prayer and contemplation. Sr. Stan 
was faithful to Christ and served him 
daily as she lived out her Christian 
vocation. 

Throughout the history of the Church, 
there have always been extraordinary 
people who stood out from the crowd 
because of their holiness and who 
inspired the people of their time in 
their living out of the Christian faith. 
From the early Christian martyrs who 
witnessed to Christ by the shedding 
of their blood to the holy men and 
women in every century since who 
witnessed to Christ by preaching the 
Gospel: some by contemplation or 
prayer, others by works of charity or 
by providing education; the calendar 
of saints is full of inspirational 
people who drew others to Christ by 
their personal holiness, right down 
to the present day with the recent 
canonisation of St. Carlo Acutis who 
drew many to Christ by his own 
personal devotion to the Eucharist.

Ireland is rightly proud of our 
monastic and missionary traditions 
that brought the light of the Gospel, 
firstly throughout Europe and then 
to all the continents of the world, 
earning us the name of the Island of 
Saints and Scholars. Of course, not 
all the saintly people are officially 
canonised by the church, and we wait 
in hope for people like Nano Nagle, 
Edmund Rice, Mary Aikenhead, Matt 
Talbot among others to be officially 
recognised as saints. 

This brings me to the great Frank Duff 
whose life and legacy we celebrate 
today: not officially recognised as a 
saint but one who lived a saintly life, 
dedicated to serving God as the way 

Jubilee of Youth 
in Rome – Deus 
et Patria Project
By Áine Blake
The Jubilee Year of 2025 announced 
by Pope Francis was the occasion of 
many of the faithful from all over the 
world making a pilgrimage to Rome. 
A special week for the Youth took 
place there from 28 July to 3 August. 
An eight-person team from Ireland, 
comprising of young adult legionaries 
and spiritual director Fr. Bernardo 
De Nardo undertook a Deus et Patria 
project in Rome during that week. 
The Senatus in Rome kindly 
planned for our stay, and we 
were blessed to have access to a 
chapel for Mass and daily prayer 
together. During the week, we 
undertook sessions of crowd 
contact, engaging with pilgrims, 
tourists, and locals in areas near 
sacred sites. There was great 
excitement and liveliness everywhere 
with throngs of young people gathered 
in celebration of their faith.
Our team of legionaries had 
wonderful encounters with people 
from many different countries. More 
than 900 miraculous medals were 
given to individuals, and literature 
shared about the Jubilee Year, on 
associated indulgences and on the 

Legion of Mary. We entered the 
Holy Door of each of the four papal 
basilicas: St. Peter; St. John Lateran; 
St. Paul Outside the Walls; and St. 
Mary Major.  Several local legionaries 
met with us, and we spent a lovely 
evening sharing our experiences 
of being members of the Legion of 
Mary. Our team also participated in 
a programme of events organised by 
the Irish bishops, including catechesis 
given by Bishop Robert Barron and 
Sr. Mary Grace SV, together with a 
gathering of Irish pilgrims that took 
place at the Pontifical Irish college.
At the end of the week, we made 
our way on foot out of Rome to Tor 
Vergata where we camped overnight 
and were amongst one million young 
adults addressed by Pope Leo XIV 
at a vigil ceremony and Mass on 

Sunday. The Pope encouraged 
us to “aspire to great things, 
to holiness, wherever you 
are. Do not settle for less.” 
He appealed to us to remain 
united to Jesus: “let us remain 
in His friendship, always, 
cultivating it through prayer, 

adoration, Eucharistic Communion, 
frequent confession, and generous 
charity, following the examples of 
Blessed Piergiorgio Frassati and 
Blessed Carlo Acutis -now declared 
saints.” 
Our project to Rome was a wonderful 
experience, a most blessed, fruitful 
and memorable adventure. Praise 
be to God and His Blessed Mother. 
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Argentina, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

The Legion was created to organise 
and encourage lay Catholics to 
perform voluntary work. Coming 
from a privileged background himself, 
it was only as a young man that Frank 
Duff encountered real poverty when 
he became a volunteer with the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. He was 
appalled by the conditions of the poor 
who were forced to live in squalid 
tenement buildings, but he soon saw 
that they needed more than material 
help, and that there was a real spiritual 
poverty in their lives as well. Together 
with a small group of others, he 
established the Legion of Mary to be 
a source of both material and spiritual 
strength to the poor of Dublin. 

Some of the first causes the Legion 
pursued was to become involved 
with homelessness and prostitution 
in Dublin city. There was widespread 
hostility within the Church and the 
wider society in Ireland towards both 
prostitutes and other allegedly “fallen 
women” but Frank Duff followed the 
example of Jesus himself, the friend of 
tax collectors and sinners, and began 
an outreach to the prostitutes living in 
often brutal and inhuman conditions 
in Dublin’s red-light district, the 
notorious Monto, one of the largest 
in Europe at the time.

Many of the prostitutes he 
encountered were unmarried 
mothers who had been disowned 

both by their families and by their 
babies’ fathers. Although middle-
class Dubliners looked dismissively 
at these women, the impoverished 
but devoutly Catholic residents of 
the Monto tenements referred to 
them as ‘unfortunate girls,’ showing 
them support and understanding, 
knowing that they had often turned 
to prostitution as a last resort. 

In recent times, when we hear so 
much about the harsh way that 
unmarried mothers were treated 
in Ireland in Magdalene Laundries 
and Mother -and -Baby homes, it is 
a great injustice that recognition is 
not given to the fact that Frank Duff 
and the Legion of Mary took a very 
different approach: one that was 
quite radical for its time. Unlike 
some of the other institutions, they 
did not force women to give up 
their babies for adoption; instead, 
they actively encouraged them to 
keep their children, even if this 
meant being disowned by their 
families and community. The 
hostels for mothers and babies 
that the Legion provided were 
exceptional for their time and 
were a real haven of shelter and 
security for women in vulnerable 
situations.

In this, Frank Duff showed 
extraordinary courage, even going 
against the wishes of the archbishop 
who originally did not approve of 
his involvement with these so-called 
‘disreputable’ women. The archbishop 

to holiness. One of the things 
that struck me on reading 
about Frank’s life was his 
vision that “every single 
person is called to be a 
Saint. Take it as most 
certain that you -- no 
matter how unfitted 
your life may seem -- are 
being given graces sufficient 
to bring you to sanctity. We 
have seen that nothing beyond our 
strength is expected; neither is sanctity 
the exclusive property of any grade 
or manner of life. Among the saints 
canonised by the Church are kings and 
beggars, and representatives of every 
trade, slaves, hermits, city people, 
mothers of families, invalids, soldiers, 
and persons of every race and colour.”

It was that vision which drove him 
to heroic levels of personal holiness, 
striving daily to put his love for Christ 
into practice by pouring himself out 
in service of the poor, doing so with 
the power of prayer, daily Mass and 
Holy Communion. It was that vision 
that inspired him to found the Legion 
of Mary in 1921, an organisation that 
continues to thrive more than 100 
years later.

I never had the privilege 
of meeting Frank 

Duff in person, but 
I can say I had the 
honour of being 
a member of the 
choir that sang at 

his funeral Mass, 
45 years ago this 

week. I was only in 
First Year in Clonliffe, 

about six weeks into the term. 
To tell the truth, I knew very little 
about Frank Duff at that time. It was 
only later I came to realise the huge 
influence he was in the Church and 
on the lives of the countless people 
who were inspired and helped by him. 
So, while I didn’t know Frank Duff 
personally, I have a real appreciation 
for him from all the stories that have 
been told about his goodness and 
holiness of life and from the people 
I’ve met whose dedicated work in the 
Legion of Mary is a reflection of the 
work of Frank Duff himself.

Frank Duff’s influence has spread 
far beyond his native city, and the 
Legion of Mary is active in over 160 
countries; it is particularly strong in 
South Korea, the Philippines, Brazil, 


